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Introduction

In 1996 and 1997, test trenching and monitoring was carried out ahead of construction work at 
Moore Abbey at the southern edge of Monasterevin, Co. Kildare (Mullins 2001). A layer of what 
was  interpreted  as  iron  working debris  was  found  covering  a  large  area.  Three  pieces  of  this 
material were made available for study by Ms. Mullins. 

Description of the material

The layer of material in question (c.7) was recorded in several test trenches and covered an area in  
excess of 30 m by 30 m. It's depth varied between 4 and 20 cm and contained no datable finds. The 
layer  was consecutively covered by a layer  of burnt soil  (c.6),  yellowish silty sand (c.5) and a 
stoney layer containing brick, slate and 18th/19th century finds (c.2).

Three pieces of this material were made available for study. The first weighs 649 g, is relatively 
light and contains pieces of heat affected shale up to 5 cm long (Pl. 1). The vitrified matrix is dark 
grey to dark brown and has frequent globular cavities. In a hollow, on what seems to be the upper  
side, multiple small specks of shiny coal are visible through the microscope. The two other pieces 
consist mainly of large fragments of shale with some of the vitrified material adhering (Pl. 2). Their  
weight is 291 g and 129 g respectively. The shale is undoubtedly coal-shale, a typical impurity in 
low quality coal, and the size of the pieces suggest the size of the coal fragments used would have 
been large. 

Conclusions

The material can confidently be seen as cinders originating in a coal-fired heating installation. Both 
the size of the coal (shale) and the amount of material observed would suggest a relatively large  
scale operation.  Cassidy's  distillery,  adjoining the site of Moore Abbey and visible on both the 
1830's and 1910 OS map, would have produced similar material in their boilers and might be the 
origin of the material. The spreading out of the material over a large area and covering it with other 
layers, would suggest the material was brought in for landscaping this part of the Moore Abbey 
property.
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Plates

Pl. 1 Cindery material, the central hollow has coal fragments

Pl. 2. Shale, likely coal-shale, with adhering cindery material
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